What is Ham Radio ?

Radio, in one form or another

has been part of our world since the bel837Samuel F.B. Morse demonstrates Morse code
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begins to outfit its fleet with wireless communication.
1899Marconi sends a signal over the English Channel.

distances. As we developed as a peoplggo1Marconi sends a signal across the Atlantic which

so did radio. What follows is a brief
timeline of the mingling of our culture,
history and that of radio.
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inspires thousands of the potential of radio.
1906Human speech is sent via radio for the first time.
1912The RMS Titanic sinks. The tragic loss of life
causes a change in international radio laws.

1912The first licenses were issued.

1914The ARRL, the (national association for United
States amateurs) is organized.

1919President Woodrow Wilson gives the first Presi-
dential radio address to American Troops in Europe.
1925The (IARU) International Amateur Radio Union is
formed.

1933First Field Day Contest is conducted.

1933F.D.R. gives the first Presidential radio broadcast.
1934The (FCC) Federal Communications Commission
is created.

1941 All Amateur activity is ordered to cease. Many
hams are recruited into the Technical Corps to help re-
pair and maintain and operate British radar equipment.
Over 15,000 Amateurs fight in the U.S. army.
1942Ger manyds Field Mar sh
communications are intercepted by American radio
Amateurs on the East coast and turned over to the U.
government.
1957 Sputnik is launched by the U.S.S.R. ands amate
are among the first to hear its beacon. &
1964Barry Goldwater call sign K3UIG is the Republi-
can nomination for the presidency.

1964Herbert Hoover Jr. call sign W6ZH is elected
president of the ARRL.

19830wen Gabriel W5LFL becomes the first amateur

to operate his ham equipment aboard the Space Shuttle.
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Who iIs the Typical Ham?

Amateur Radio operators come from all walks of life. Politi-
cians, movie stars, students, doctors, truck drivers etc. They represent
all ages and ethnic groups, and all levels of income. They speak many
languages or prefer not to speak at all, using Morse code. They use
computers, satellite, or handheld walkie talkies. They have interest in
the worldbés events and use radio
sions,eachmember of the crew usually has an amateur radio operator
license.

What is the Appeal of Ham Radio?

Some are interested in speaking to different people from different cultures
from around the world. Some like to form friendships with local people who-may
keep them company on their long drive home from work or on vacation. Some just
like to discuss everyday events with neighbors or anonymously with another voice
emanating from that Atiny boxo. Some are inte
hobby and have careers in computers or electronics. While many enjoy serving their
community through emergency training and service. Whatever it may be, there are at
last count over 2000 Amateur Radio clubs throughout the U.S.

Why do we need A License and what is the ARRL?

Al t hough the main purpose of Amateur R
Radi o Serviceo. The F.C.C. created this 0
could provide backup in cases of emergency and advance the technical skills of radio.

The (ARRL) American Radio Relay League is the National Association of amateurs in

the U.S. It was created in 1914 and is 150,000 members strong. It is the primary source of
information about the ham radio world; it provides education classes and other benefits for
its members. I't is the ham operatordéds voi

International arena..
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What is Field Day or Special Event Station?

Field day or any fAspeci al Event o is a way for
their emergency preparedness skills. Since Amateurs operate without a cen-
tral power source or structure, it is virtually impossible to prevent our com-
munications from being received by the intended party. Phones, cell phones,
Internet, trunk lines, satellite phones all go through vulnerable distribution

Afcenterso. Even if working, these systems can becor

whelmed. Since the Ham station is fully independent their communications
go direct. An infrastructure is not needed. In an emergency with lives at
stake, which would you rely on? How well does Field Day or a Special

Event day prepare us. Here is a brief |list of majc

recent participation

Oklahoma City bombind995
Teacar® 1996
Hurricane Frarn1996 Note: Most states have laws
Western US floods1997 that prohibit conducting cell

. phone calls and talking on a C.B.
Humc_anef Georges 1998 radio while driving. Amateur
Flooding in Texad 1998 Radio operators are specifically
Hurricane Floyd 1999 exempt from such laws and enjoy

a strong relationship with Home-

Fires in Los Alamos New Mexid@2000 land security

Tropical Storm Allisod 2001
World Trade Center, Pentagon, and Western Pennsylvania Terrorist
attacks--2001

Flooding in Kentucky 2002

Wildfires in Colorad@ 2002

Shuttle Columbia Recovery eff@r2003

Northeast Blackowdt 2003

Hurricane Isabed 2003 Earthquake in Central Californrda2003
Tsunami in Asid 2004

Hurricanes Charley, Frances, lvan, and Jeadr904
Wildfires in Texas, Oklahoma and New Megi@D05
Hurricane Katrina, Wilma and Rita 2005

Flooding in Northeast U.S.2006

Earthquake in Hawad 2006

Bridge collapse in Michigai2007
Californi ad207Forest fir
Florida- Blackout-2008




